Empower nature, climate and future now!

Declaration of the “Power to the Peatlands” conference 19" to 21°
September 2023, Antwerp, Belgium

Antwerp, 21 September 2023

Peatlands can help solve many challenges that people face now and in the future. Peatlands are
huge, but vulnerable carbon stocks. They store and regulate water, harbour unique biodiversity,
and provide essential social and cultural values. Peatlands must be wet to fully provide these
functions.

Drained peatlands cause massive economic and environmental harm; by releasing the previously
stored carbon, they globally emit double the greenhouse gases produced by air travel.

We have to act together. Land users, land owners, decision makers, NGOs, scientists and
entrepreneurs must find common ground. Conservation, rewetting and restoration of peatlands are
key to reach global and EU goals with respect to climate, soil health, water, biodiversity and
sustainable livelihoods. We feel the urgency, we know what to do. We must act now!

1. Preserve all natural peatlands and organic soils within Europe and beyond

o Immediately stop any further drainage or reclamation.
2. Accelerate rewetting of drained peatland

o Rewet to stop CO2 emissions and to enhance water retention, water quality, and biodiversity.
3. Move rapidly to sustainable business models and wet peatland use

o Integrate environmental benefits, rural income generation and production of high-quality
biomass.
Phase out all drainage-based land use and public payments encouraging these.
Stimulate the creative entrepreneurship of farmers, land owners and downstream industries.
Progress rewetting, paludiculture and carbon farming in agricultural policy and payment schemes.
Stop all extraction and use of peat.
4. Make high-resolution open-source data available to guide and facilitate conservation,

rewetting, restoration and sustainable use
o Support peatland mapping, monitoring and research to improve and verify national greenhouse
gas inventories, biodiversity reporting, and carbon standards.

5. Acknowledge the central and connecting role of water in the landscape

o Treat peatlands as integral parts of catchment areas to improve landscape-wide water security.
6. Include ambitious peatland restoration targets in the Nature Restoration Law!

o Make the Nature Restoration Law consistent with other and overarching EU and global policy

targets and commitments.
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Power to the Peatlands!



Supporting Organisations:

interreg @ Hiterrey e Europene e University
North West Europe Vlaanderen-Nederland & of Antwerp
Gae Pant
ADMIRE natuurpunt Eurosite
ﬂ GREIFSWALD SOCIETY FOR }
MIRE SER e ‘ Wetlands @ €Co
CENTRE EUROPE / RESTORATION INTERNATIONAL 0 I
Succow g
Stiftung

Manchester
Metropolitan
University

3 i
- The Wildlife Trust for e ) Université
. s Ymddiriedolaeth Matur H
WETLAND @ Manchester & 9 Gogledd Cymru d"ORLEANS
SCIENTISTS North Merseyside i

Europe Chapter
\NCroProPagate

BeadaMess

Sustainable Sphagnum

Radboud Umver51te1t

@

MiNe

fCrTeR

Stichting
Bargerveen

/ for ecosystem

estoration

GFZ

.@

sco 1 : s
R =\/<= Université
1 Natuurmonumenten m /"\ de Rennes
oF (FALWAY
van hall Vharse Q) Viaanderen
larenstein MAATSCHAPPIJ
university of applied sciences
P Z0(® @ Antwerp Zoo
bt ANTWERPEN S

water in beweging
UNIVERSITAT GREIFSWALD

Bosgroep zuid Nederland Wissen lockt. Seit 1456

‘ SABIMA  SwWECO 2§

ONDERZOEKCENIRJM

Helmholtz Centre
PorsbpAam

gs‘ Conservatoire
N\ J d'espaces naturels
Hauts-de-France

@ Conservatoire
J d'espaces naturels
Franche-Comté

e oy Ve
ARG E KLIMAMOOR Paludosa‘ hronr:lz;ud'a .". é gglaetr';igd
.._._J
Research . g
buglife OK =" | Centre
COMMONLAND / AarHUS  Universitat
4 Returns for Healthy Landscapes a-e CO ¥ UNIVERSITY Rostock 7/ Traditio et Innovatio
\Ns
NATH )
Gl
Sa yCO Green S Devnind
Restorati
estoration (DBUND .\

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH GERMANY OF OULU



P Harper Adams 7\3 RESEARCH INSTITUTE ,
University (¥ \ NATURE AND FOREST

E%‘-‘;ﬁm ESTONIAN FUND FOR NATURE

EF EcAsCo )

LITHUANIA & Consultancy
RSPB

NORTHERN
INSTITUTE OF THINKING ~ ﬂ
i B la
SUBHAA
SeiENTIST)
W

A

e
fNABU

PAG

AUT-DOUBS

AUTE-LOUE EPAGE Doubs
Dessoubr&

x

KOsSOVO
WILDLIFE

0
O

LANDSCAPE
FINANCE LAB

LOLY
y¥BSU
natagora b

S peatfrec
-

@ TALLINN UNIVERSITY ’!
)l* SWEDISH UNIVERSITY

. P — OF AGRICULTURAL
i o L SCIENCES
g Majesty Business Utviing H TUS BirdlLife
B W Lirtreansamariar oo INTERNATIONAL g
1 H —— Technological Uni ity of the Sh i
Provincie :T: ey o1ty Of the SReROM: - 1 ROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA Y

Antwerpen

‘ H RS
RI,CV N 1 welllnk Sail Conservation
Service of lceland

KRAJINA)

Instituto de Ceografia @ ¥ B
UNIVERSIDADE @ e Ordenamento do Territério %— CEG LR

BGR Federal Ir!stitute CEAg
for Geosciences and < ¢
@ Natural Resources i & g
= o
GOF
2 ) =z

DE LISBOA e oAnE D Leson
UNIVERSIDADE DE LISBOA (’ Centro de Estudos Geograficos

|J LisBoA

= A y =
medusa Vdgelbescherming [1oFOHAUTED VIP l
\:// VLAANDEREN BM3HEC B XAPMOHWA C OKONHATA CPELA
- / de bodem beter in bee

Stem van wilde dieren
interreg ST oo IS
\I.!'

}
@'MLWOJEEFLAN DS North-West Europe Initiative A

BUFFER+

@biodiversa WET H=RIZONS

PRINCESS-Project

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research
i 4 and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101034484 (WaterLANDS).
LI This output reflects the views of the authors and the European Commission is not

* responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.



